
 

 

 

Dr Ashak Nathwani AM 
Honorary Associate & Senior Lecturer 

- School of Architecture, Design & Planning 
- School of Mechanical Engineering & Megatronics 

The University of Sydney 
Sydney, Australia 

10th June 2026 

Re: Afraaz Adam Mulji 

It is my pleasure to provide this reference for Afraaz Adam Mulji, whom I have come to know 
through numerous in-depth telephone conversations over recent times. Although we have not 
yet had the opportunity to meet in person, our discussions—many extending well beyond an 
hour—have provided me with a unique insight into his character, intellect, accomplishments, 
and vision. 

As Member of Order of Australia – AM (for services to Ismaili Community, for engineering 
and for sustainability), Author, Environment Professional, University Lecturer, and 
Community Leader, who has worked with people from diverse disciplines over several 
decades, I can confidently say that Afraaz is one of the most intellectually gifted and 
multidimensional individuals I have encountered. He possesses the rare combination of 
exceptional creativity, analytical rigour, cultural awareness, and emotional intelligence. His 
ability to connect seemingly unrelated disciplines demonstrates the qualities of a true polymath. 

Afraaz is, first and foremost, a remarkable musician whose understanding of music extends far 
beyond performance. I have had the pleasure of listening to his musical performances, albeit 
online I look forward to him coming to Australia and perform on day in the Great Hall of our 
University. During our conversations, I have been consistently impressed by the breadth and 
depth of his knowledge, his critical-thinking abilities, and his capacity to engage thoughtfully 
on subjects ranging from cultural diplomacy and international relations to musicology, 
philosophy, humanitarian work, and emerging scientific concepts. 

What distinguishes Afraaz further is his extraordinary curiosity and commitment to lifelong 
learning. His extensive studies across a wide range of disciplines and institutions reflect not 
merely academic achievement but a genuine pursuit of knowledge and understanding. He 
possesses an uncommon ability to synthesise complex ideas and communicate them in a 
manner that is both insightful and engaging. This is remarkable considering his young age. 
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Dear Mr Watkins, 
 
I am writing to you at the suggestion of Ashak Nathwani, who has recently joined our 
Department, after his long involvement in the property industry. 
 
The Faculty is looking for support from Lipman Group to complete a unique facility, the first 
of its kind, an Indoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) Laboratory.  The University recognizes that 
Lipman Group is a key player in the vital area of Sustainability. We believe that IEQ is an 
aspect of sustainable buildings that requires much more thorough research than it has 
received to date, and it is with this in mind that we present the following for your 
consideration. 
 
In responding to the challenge of greenhouse emission reductions, intense international 
attention is being applied to energy efficiency in the design and operation of built 
environments. And with a carbon tax happening in Australia, energy efficiency within the 
built environment is moving up the agenda of national priorities.   
 
The oil shocks in the 1970s taught us how important it is to protect the indoor environmental 
quality (IEQ) of our buildings from overzealous energy conservation campaigns. The World 
Health Organization coined the term “sick building syndrome” to cover situations in which the 
IEQ had degraded to unacceptable levels. This intersection of sustainability and IEQ has 
been identified by the University of Sydney as a rapidly expanding research frontier, and 
we’ve embarked on a campaign to recruit research experts in sustainable design, thermal 
comfort, indoor air quality, acoustics and lighting, to capitalize on the research potential. 
There is now a critical mass of IEQ researchers in this vital field at the University of Sydney.   
 
Having recruited the personnel the University now needs to equip them with state-of-the-art 
research infrastructure.  At present there is no facility in Australia in which researchers can 
study how the key indoor environmental factors - temperature, humidity, air movement, 
ventilation rate, air quality, daylight, artificial lighting, noise and acoustics – come together to 
impact comfort, productivity and well-being of building occupants. The University’s 2011 
budget allocated some funding to build Australia’s first Indoor Environmental Quality 
Laboratory (IEQ Lab) within the Wilkinson Building on the University of Sydney’s main 
campus. 



 

 

Beyond his intellectual accomplishments, Afraaz demonstrates a profound commitment to 
humanity. His involvement in cultural diplomacy, charitable initiatives, international 
cooperation, and humanitarian causes speaks to a character grounded in service and a desire to 
create positive impact.  

I have also found Afraaz to possess a wonderful, and sometimes quirky (like mine), sense of 
humour. There have been so many instances where we have laughed-out-loud, and instantly 
realised that the humour was ‘eccentric’ and were grateful that there was no one else listening. 

Despite his impressive achievements and international recognition, he remains approachable, 
respectful, and genuinely interested in the perspectives of others. These personal qualities, 
combined with his intellect and accomplishments, make him a highly effective ambassador for 
cultural understanding and global citizenship. 

In my opinion, Afraaz represents a rare blend of scholar, artist, diplomat, humanitarian, and 
visionary leader. I have no doubt that he will continue to make meaningful contributions 
wherever he applies his talents and energies. 

I am pleased to offer my strongest recommendation and endorsement of Afraaz Adam Mulji. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr Ashak Nathwani AM 
Advisor - Decarbonisation, AKDN Built Environment 
Author – Defeating Mr CO2 – Energy Saving Guide  
               To Achieving Net Zero Homes & Buildings 
University of Sydney 
Sydney, Australia 
T: +61 412 041 972 
E: ashak.nathwani@sydney.edu.au 

!

!

Professor Richard de Dear, PhD 
Head, Architectural Science 
Faculty of Architecture, Design & Planning 
 
18th October, 2011 

Lipman Group 
L6, 66 Berry Street 
North Sydney NSW 2060 
 
Attention: Paul Watkins 
 
                  Email: paulw@lipman.com.au 

Faculty of Architecture, Design & Planning 
Rm 586, Wilkinson Building G04  
University of Sydney 
NSW 2006 Australia 

 

 

 T +61 2 9351 5603  
F +61 2 9351 3031 
E richard.dedear@sydney.edu.au 
sydney.edu.au/architecture 

 

 ABN 15 211 513 464 
CRICOS 00026A 

 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Watkins, 
 
I am writing to you at the suggestion of Ashak Nathwani, who has recently joined our 
Department, after his long involvement in the property industry. 
 
The Faculty is looking for support from Lipman Group to complete a unique facility, the first 
of its kind, an Indoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) Laboratory.  The University recognizes that 
Lipman Group is a key player in the vital area of Sustainability. We believe that IEQ is an 
aspect of sustainable buildings that requires much more thorough research than it has 
received to date, and it is with this in mind that we present the following for your 
consideration. 
 
In responding to the challenge of greenhouse emission reductions, intense international 
attention is being applied to energy efficiency in the design and operation of built 
environments. And with a carbon tax happening in Australia, energy efficiency within the 
built environment is moving up the agenda of national priorities.   
 
The oil shocks in the 1970s taught us how important it is to protect the indoor environmental 
quality (IEQ) of our buildings from overzealous energy conservation campaigns. The World 
Health Organization coined the term “sick building syndrome” to cover situations in which the 
IEQ had degraded to unacceptable levels. This intersection of sustainability and IEQ has 
been identified by the University of Sydney as a rapidly expanding research frontier, and 
we’ve embarked on a campaign to recruit research experts in sustainable design, thermal 
comfort, indoor air quality, acoustics and lighting, to capitalize on the research potential. 
There is now a critical mass of IEQ researchers in this vital field at the University of Sydney.   
 
Having recruited the personnel the University now needs to equip them with state-of-the-art 
research infrastructure.  At present there is no facility in Australia in which researchers can 
study how the key indoor environmental factors - temperature, humidity, air movement, 
ventilation rate, air quality, daylight, artificial lighting, noise and acoustics – come together to 
impact comfort, productivity and well-being of building occupants. The University’s 2011 
budget allocated some funding to build Australia’s first Indoor Environmental Quality 
Laboratory (IEQ Lab) within the Wilkinson Building on the University of Sydney’s main 
campus. 

!


